NLC Green Cities Conference – Portland, OR
Bicycle Information Report

“Nothing comes without resistance. You have to go through the resistance to get to the other end.”

Source of the information which follows: 

1) a two and one half hour mobile workshop by bicycle with a tour group of 25 municipal representative lead by 2 bicycle city staff persons (Jeff Smith and Roger Gellon)
2) a 45 minute one-to-one interview with a principle traffic engineer (Scott Batson) from the Portland Department of Transportation (on traffic calming, bicycles and pedestrian issues.)
3) A one-to-one interview with bicycle coordinator Jeff Smith.
Portland has…

· 6% of the traffic riding on bicycles. Another 10% are fair weather commuter bicycle riders.

· 10% of the traffic crossing the river bridges in Portland as bicycle traffic.

· many riders with bicycles traveling on public transit (MAX light rail, buses, and trolleys.)

· 15 years of bicycle staff services in its city administration.

· 240 miles of bicycle trails.

· bicycle lanes on many multi-lane corridors and connector streets.
· bicycle “boulevards” (residential and secondary streets with “bread-crumb markings” and usually traffic calming installations.)
· “green lane extensions” into intersections to remind right-turning motorists that bicycle travel continues through an intersection.

· ”green boxes” at some intersections to designate waiting areas in front of motor vehicles.

· “counter traffic flow lanes” for bicycles on some one-way streets.

· “bicycle corrals” (one or two parking spaces that have been converted into bicycle parking areas – usually near intersection in commercial areas.)

· a Safe Routes to School program.

· a bill in the State legislature which supports “Stop” meaning “Yield”.

· a requirement that there be off-street bicycle parking in all new developments.
· a Bicycle Advisory Committee since 1991(?).

Mindset of Cyclists Re: Bike Lanes:

There are two types of people: those who want and need structure and all the bells and whistles and those who prefer to interact with an environment. This is evident in working with the sightless population. Some want all the infrastructure accommodations which can be implemented. Others prefer to work things out with their own cane and the relationships which they establish along the way. In nurturing public facilities, it is important to provide for both. Sometimes people even change back and forth depending on their experiences, physical/emotional status, and familiarity with various environments.

Bicycle Boxes
Green bicycle boxes are being placed in front of the right lane of traffic, ahead of the stop line, in multiple lane intersections. It is called a “green space for bikes”. (See picture.) The purpose of the green spaces is to increase the visibility of bicycles and to allow them to have a quick start at the intersection (bikes accelerate faster than motor vehicles.) 
The bike boxes are presently in an experimental status with the FHA. Video cameras are utilize to show the before and after impact of the bike boxes and possible driver conflicts. The first boxes were created without the green color. There were three right hook fatalities before the institution of the box plan. 

Bike Lane Extensions into an Intersection
Green colored pavement provides a visible extension of the bike lane into an intersection to make motorists more aware of the fact that care must be given by the motorist in making a right turn.

Bicycle Parking
Most streets in downtown commercial areas have single box-bar shaped parking apparatus. (See pictures.) Bike corrals are becoming increasingly popular and are being requested by small business clusters.   A two parking space corral accommodates parking for 24 bikes. Each corral that I viewed was filled to capacity. 

Most bicycle parking near transit lines is controlled by the transit authority. Over the years a wide variety of racks and lockers have been used. The latest innovation is stainless steel lockers (Beaverton). Bikes left all day at transit stops are very prone to vandalizing and therefore the lockers are important to those leaving bikes for long periods during the day or night.
Bike Hangers on Trains
I rode the MAX Light Rail train on 14 trips while in Portland and observed at least 1 and as many as 6 bicycles in the coach vehicle where I was riding. There were four hooks for the front wheels of bicycles located in each train car. The hooks were coated with rubber and located 6’ from the floor near two doors at opposite ends of the cars. The bicycles hung straight up and down with the rear wheels placed in a channel attached to the back of a seat. A glass separator was located behind the front (top) when so that there was protection for persons sitting in the adjacent seat.
The use of the bicycles with the train access made it easy for persons to travel by bicycle throughout the downtown and various out-lying residential areas of the city.

There was a decal sign on the window next to the hooks which says, “Hang bicycle here. Thank you for riding.”
Surveys on Bicycle Use

Several bicycle surveys have been conducted in the city. Those identified by Jeff Smith of the Portland DOT were 1) “bridge counts” (counting the number of bicycles crossing the Willamette River bridges in the down town area); 2) Census Data Transportation Data; 3) American’s Community Survey (Q=How people get to work); Auditors’ Survey (a sampling of households in local Portland.)
The results of the survey indicate to the DOT that 6% of the population is regular commuting to work, classes by bicycle. Another 10% ride bicycles part-time for transportation. 10% of the vehicles counted on Portland bridges are bicycle vehicles.
Other Notes:

See Portland web site section on bicycles.

Annapolis implements a bike–loan program during the summer months only.
-Presented to Morgantown Council, Traffic Commission and Bicycle Board 5/09

PAGE  
1

