 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Morgantown Pedestrian Safety Board Meeting Agenda

Public Safety Building - Morgantown, WV

Monday, February 6, 2012, 4:30 – 5:30 PM
The Morgantown Pedestrian Safety Board’s mission is to promote a walkable environment throughout the City by developing safe, attractive, and accessible walkways that connect neighborhoods and destinations.
I. Call to Order
II. Attendance Check & board membership verification 

a. Secretary needed!

III. January minutes approval (attached)
IV. Old business 

a. Brann – update on WVU Communication Studies graduate course

b. Abildso/Davis – utility pole curb ramp obstruction on Van Voorhis at Applebees 

c. Abildso/Davis – County Commission Bldg, sidewalk obstruction/lack of crossing

d. Abildso/Davis – dangerous pedestrian crossing at crest of hill at 127 Willowdale Road

V. Committee Reports

a. Traffic Commission (Abildso, Davis)

i. PSB Membership has been officially updated

ii. Complete Streets legislation (HB 4074, see pages 4-8) will be voted on by House Committee on Roads and Transportation Feb 8. Please contact local delegates (Pasdon, Marshall, Barill, Fleischauer) to urge support. AARP lobbying vigorously
iii. New: crosswalk from Stansbury lot to stairs between Woodburn and Life Sciences
b. City Engineer report (Davis)

c. MPO (Abildso, Austin, Williams)

i. Visioning public meetings review
ii. Mileground meeting review, submit comments to

http://www.transportation.wv.gov/highways/engineering/comment/wv705connector/Pages/default.aspx 
d. Chair’s report, ongoing activities (Abildso)

i. Pedestrian count – to include in MPO LRTP?

ii. Intersection behavior analysis subcommittee report
iii. Analysis of ped-vehicle accident data – initial review presented to Traffic Commission (see page 3)
iv. Blog

e. Neighborhood reports (Simmons, Cross, Cohen, Biases, others)

f. WVU report (Kierig)

i. Updates on Evansdale or Parking & Transportation plans, if any

ii. Continued discussion of Evansdale B&O benefit to City

VI. New business

a. Abildso – implementing our plan & working toward sustainability of pedestrianism, including identifying opportunities with the following
i. Implementation partners, researching the capital improvement plans of

1. MUB

2. Verizon

3. Comcast

4. Dominion Hope

5. Mon Power

6. others? Especially re: street lighting

ii. Sustainability/policy change, including

1. WV Strategic Highway Safety Plan

www.transportation.wv.gov/communications/Documents/WestVirginiaStrategicHighwaySafetyPlan.pdf
iii. Serving on other boards & commissions
1. BOPARC

2. Board of Zoning Appeals

3. MUB

4. Tree Board

5. Planning Commission

6. Traffic Commission

7. Urban Landscape Commission

8. Bicycle Board

9. City Council liaison

b. Abildso – publicizing the Bicycling and Walking in the U.S.: 2012 Benchmarking Report
http://www.peoplepoweredmovement.org/site/index.php/site/memberservices/2012_benchmarking_report 

VII. Other items
VIII. Next meeting March 5, 2012, 4:30-5:30 PM at Public Safety Building
Traffic Commission 2005-2011 Ped-Vehicle Accident Summary

I'd like to build the data of ped/bike use & safety to help use qualify for HSIP funding (see 5.1 HSIP Funding Requirements at http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/hsip/resources/fhwasa09029/sec5.cfm). I see the following as a list of priorities for ped/bike counts and intersection analyses with future goal of designing with all the complete streets bells and whistles as appropriate to improve ped/bike & driver safety, reduce exposure to hazardous conditions, improve business conditions, and encourage great ped/bike usage (and thus, public health). I recommend, from a pedestrian perspective, in no particular order:

1) University Ave from Star City waterfront to the intersection with Willey

2) Willey Street (continuing from above) from University up to and including the Mileground

3) Spruce Street from Pleasant to Prospect (including reducing Spruce to 2 lanes of vehicles with bike lane and/or 8-10 foot sidewalks)

4) Beechurst/S. University/Don Knotts corridor from Coliseum to Waterfront Place hotel

5) Walnut St/Route 7 corridor from S. University to Sheetz in Sabraton

6) Richwood from Willey over Hartman Run down Sabraton Ave to route 7

7) Dorsey Avenue from South High to Greenbag Road

8) Patteson/Van Voorhis/Chestnut Ridge corridor all the way from the Coliseum to the Mileground
City Streets and Alleys: 106.9 miles
CO Routes:                    10.7 miles
WV Routes:                     4.9 miles
US Routes:                    10.8 miles
Total:                           133.3 miles
2005-2011 police report data show that 144 accidents occurred within City limits, 35 on City streets, 15 on private roads or parking lots, and 94 (65%) on county, state, or federal routes (19.8% of road miles in the City), including 82 on the following corridors:

1) University – 26 (18.1%)

2) Willey – 14 (9.7%)

3) Spruce – 8 (5.6%)

4) Beechurst/S University/Don Knotts – 12/1/4 (11.8%)

5) Walnut/Route 7 (from S. University to Sheetz) – 2 (1.4%)

6) Richwood – 2 (1.4%)

7) Dorsey – 1 (0.7%)

8) Patteson/Van Voorhis/Chestnut Ridge Road (705) – 3/5/4 (8.3%)

***Other hot spots: Fayette (7); High (11); Pleasant (6)

 

The above corridors are dangerous and unpleasant for pedestrians & bicyclists. I ask that 1) they all be studied/assessed for pedestrian & bicycle traffic volume (similar to vehicle counts) and 2) all intersections along the corridors be studied for bicycle, pedestrian, AND driver safety (using the PBISI: http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/publications/research/safety/pedbike/06130/) and behavior. Following the above studies, where appropriate (in my opinion all of the 8 corridors), the streets should be redesigned to better accommodate ALL users, raising the safety of pedestrians (of all ages & abilities) and bicyclists to keep current users safe AND increase ped/bike usage.

 

This would create a great network of ped/bike thoroughfares to include a lot of transit routes and schools.
Map of accidents available at http://www.communitywalk.com/accidents/map/942917 (thank you Michael Graham!)
H. B. 4074
          (By Delegates Guthrie, Poore, Brown, Staggers, 
           Miley, Manchin, Fragale, Mahan, Longstreth,
                    Marshall and L. Phillips)
         [Introduced January 13, 2012; referred to the
         Committee on Roads and Transportation then Finance.]
A BILL to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding thereto a new section, designated §8-18-1a; and to amend said code by adding thereto a new section, designated §17-4-36a, all relating to bicycle, pedestrian and transit ways given full consideration in the planning, development and redevelopment of state roads, railways and waterways.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of West Virginia:
    That the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, be amended by adding thereto a new section, designated §8-18-1a; and to amend said code by adding thereto a new section, designated §17-4-36a, all to read as follows:
CHAPTER 8. MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS.
ARTICLE 18. ASSESSMENTS TO IMPROVE STREETS, SIDEWALKS AND SEWERS; SEWER CONNECTIONS AND BOARD OF HEALTH; ENFORCEMENT OF DUTY TO PAY FOR SERVICE.
§8-18-1a. Bicycle, pedestrian and transit ways.
    (a) As used in this section:
    (1) “Complete streets” mean streets that are safe, comfortable and convenient for travel by all users, including pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists and transit riders of all ages and abilities.
    (2) “Complete streets features” include, but are not limited to, sidewalks, crosswalks, accessible curb ramps, curb extensions, raised medians, refuge islands, roundabouts or mini-circles, traffic signals and accessible pedestrian signals including audible and vibrotactile indications and pedestrian countdown signals, shared-use paths, bicycle lanes, paved shoulders, street trees, planting strips, signs, street furniture, bicycle parking facilities, public transportation stops and facilities, dedicated transit lanes and transit priority signalization.
    (3) “Governing body” means the mayor and council together, the council, the board of directors, the commission, or other board or body of any municipality, by whatever name called, as the case may be, charged with the responsibility of enacting ordinances and determining the public policy of the municipality.
    (b) It is the policy of the Legislature to encourage complete streets, and in furtherance of that policy:
    (1) The governing body shall incorporate complete streets features in the planning development, construction, maintenance and operation of transportation facilities, including in the reconstruction, rehabilitation or resurfacing of any transportation facility under the jurisdiction of the governing body, and the features shall be incorporated into transportation plans and programs.
    (2) Notwithstanding subdivision (1) of this subsection, complete streets features are not required when the governing body, in writing, with appropriate documentation, determines that:
    (A) Use by nonmotorized users is prohibited by law;
    (B) The cost would be excessively disproportionate to the need or probable future use over the long-term; or
    © There is an absence of current or future need.
    © The governing body shall evaluate and update any internal policies, plans and design guidance to ensure consistency with the complete streets principles contained in this section.
    (d) The governing body shall put into place performance standards with measurable benchmarks reflecting the ability of users to travel in safety and comfort along roads, and shall establish procedures to allow full public participation in policy decisions and transparency in individual determinations concerning the design and use of streets.
CHAPTER 17. ROADS AND HIGHWAYS.
ARTICLE 4. STATE ROAD, RAIL AND WATERWAY SYSTEMS.
§17-4-36a. Bicycle, pedestrian and transit ways.
    (a) As used in this section:
    (1) “Complete streets” mean streets that are safe, comfortable and convenient for travel by all users, including pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists and transit riders of all ages and abilities.
    (2) “Complete streets features” include, but are not limited to, sidewalks, crosswalks, accessible curb ramps, curb extensions, raised medians, refuge islands, roundabouts or mini-circles, traffic signals and accessible pedestrian signals including audible and vibrotactile indications and pedestrian countdown signals, shared-use paths, bicycle lanes, paved shoulders, street trees, planting strips, signs, street furniture, bicycle parking facilities, public transportation stops and facilities, dedicated transit lanes and transit priority signalization.
    (3) “Commissioner” means the West Virginia Commissioner of Highways.
    (b) It is the policy of the Legislature to encourage complete streets, and in furtherance of that policy:
    (1) The commissioner shall incorporate complete streets features in the planning development, construction, maintenance and operation of transportation facilities, including in the reconstruction, rehabilitation or resurfacing of any transportation facility under the jurisdiction of the commissioner, and the features shall be incorporated into transportation plans and programs.
    (2) Notwithstanding subdivision (1) of this subsection, complete streets features are not required when the commissioner, in writing, with appropriate documentation, determines that:
    (A) Use by nonmotorized users is prohibited by law;
    (B) The cost would be excessively disproportionate to the need or probable future use over the long-term; or
    © There is an absence of current or future need.
    © The commissioner shall evaluate and update any internal policies, plans and design guidance to ensure consistency with the complete streets principles contained in this section.
    (d) The commissioner shall put into place performance standards with measurable benchmarks reflecting the ability of users to travel in safety and comfort along roads, and shall establish procedures to allow full public participation in policy decisions and transparency in individual determinations concerning the design and use of streets.

    NOTE: The purpose of this bill is to include complete streets that are safe, comfortable and convenient for travel by all users, including pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists and transit riders in internal policies, plans and design guidance in the planning, development construction and maintenance of roads in this state.
     §8-18-1a and §17-4-36a are new; therefore, both sections have been completely underscored.
Page 1 of 8

