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How the Mighty (Mississippi) Has Fallen: Historic Drought Plagues US

Continuing drought forecast for already dessicated US as low river levels thwart traffic

- Andrea Germanos, staff writer 

As the worst drought in decades continues to plague the US, the Mississippi River is withering towards historic lows with widespread impacts for commerce.

The most recent Drought Monitor from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) shows nearly 62% of the contiguous United States under moderate to exceptional drought.

There are 13 states that have 100% of their area in some level of drought, and three of those--Minnesota, Iowa and Missouri--are Mississippi River states.

The river is under a "low-water crisis," with record low levels on the horizon.

"All the ingredients for us getting to an all-time record low are certainly in place," Mark Fuchs, a hydrologist at the NOAA in St Louis, told the Guardian.  "I would be very surprised if we didn't set a record this winter."

“I’ve been out here 46 years and I’ve never seen it this bad,” Darrell Alford, a 66-year-old captain of a tow boat, told Bloomberg while navigating the Mississippi. “You’re on edge all the time.”

Bob Anderson, spokesperson for the Mississippi Valley division of the Army Corps of Engineers, adds: “We’ve never really had a drought quite so severe as this year.”

The low levels are affecting commerce, as the river serves as a highway for transport of all manner of goods.  The Guardian adds:

Shipping companies are hauling 15 barges at a time instead of a typical string of 25, because the bigger runs are too big for current operating conditions.

Barges are being sent off with lighter loads, making for more traffic, with more delays and back-ups. Stretches of the river are now reduced to one-way traffic. A long cold spell could make navigation even trickier: shallow, slow-moving water is more likely to get clogged up with ice. [...]

"There are so many issues at stake here," said George Foster, owner of JB Marine Services. "There is so much that moves on the river, not just coal and grain products, but you've got cement, steel for construction, chemicals for manufacturing plants, petroleum plants, heating oil. All those things move on the waterways, so if it shuts down you've got a huge stop of commerce."

The Guardian's Suzanne Goldenberg reports on the river in this video:

In an effort to keep traffic moving along the river KMOV St. Louis reports that "the Army Corps of Engineers will begin blasting the riverbed in an effort to keep the channel open for barge traffic."

In addition to being seen as a sign of further climate change-induced disasters to come, the drought and its effects on river traffic have real economic costs.

The Guardian reports that "about $7bn in vital commodities typically moves on the river at this time of year – including grain, coal, heating oil, and cement." And Weather Underground co-founder Jeff Masters wrote in November:

Sandy's damages of perhaps $50 billion will likely be overshadowed by the huge costs of the great drought of 2012. While it will be several months before the costs of America's worst drought since 1954 are known, the 2012 drought is expected to cut America's GDP by 0.5 - 1 percentage points, said Deutsche Bank Securities this week. “If the U.S. were growing at 4 percent, it wouldn’t be as big an issue, but at 2 percent, it’s noticed,” said Joseph LaVorgna, the chief U.S. economist at Deutsche. Since the U.S. GDP is approximately $15 trillion, the drought of 2012 represents a $75 - $150 billion hit to the U.S. economy. This is in the same range as the estimate of $77 billion in costs for the drought, made by Purdue University economist Chris Hurt in August.

The hope of the drought and its effects ending soon is bleak.  The NOAA foresees "drought conditions lingering or intensifying over much of the central and western United States."
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From: Stan Scobie 

To: cog@lists.earthworksaction.org 

Sent: Friday, December 14, 2012 12:44 PM

Subject: [COG] Tougher Fracking Regulations Backed by 66%, Poll Shows

Tougher Fracking Regulations Backed by 66%, Poll Shows
 "...66 percent of Americans want more government oversight of the process, known as fracking, in which water, chemicals and sand are shot underground to free gas trapped in rock."

"On another subject, the poll showed 62 percent of those surveyed agreed the Earth’s temperature is rising “because of human activity,” "

----------------

 

Stan Scobie, Binghamton, NY, 607-669-4683

http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-12-14/tougher-fracking-regulations-backed-by-66-poll-shows.html
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From: Duane 

To: Donald C. Strimbeck 

Sent: Friday, December 14, 2012 11:40 AM

Subject: Marcellus Shale Rock: Shaleshock.org to Release Fracking Protest Song by Liquid Me Sat - WIVT/WBGH Newschannel34

http://www.newschannel34.com/content/developingnews/story/Marcellus-Shale-Rock-Shaleshock-org-to-Release/0FX0kCGUa0imeZ8X3VDlQw.cspx
Marcellus Shale Rock: Shaleshock.org to Release Fracking Protest Song by Liquid Me Sat

From Clean Green Music, December 13, 2012

The environmentalist group Shaleshock Action Alliance will release a new, anti-fracking anthem, by Marcellus-Shale-dwelling, punk rock band, Liquid Me, this Saturday, Dec 15, on its website: www.shaleshock.org. “Wrong,” will be released with accompanying video. 

The single “Wrong” will be available as a free download via shaleshock.org, in an effort to help inform about dangers inherent to current “fracking” gas extraction methods, which may soon be starting up in New York State.

From the Liquid Me band official statement on facebook: “… we hope to help get more people informed about fracking: shaleshock.org is a comprehensive, timely resource on hydraulic fracturing (New York and beyond).” 

“We also hope that this campaign will help generate donations for Shaleshock Action Alliance,” the Liquid Me statement continues. “They are a great organization, dedicated to keeping us informed, and to fighting this essential fight. They are non-profit, and the fight costs money. Please donate to them.”

The band has licensed its unreleased anti-fracking song, “Wrong,” to the Shaleshock Action Alliance environmental group, in an effort to help the organization raise the awareness, and funding, needed to fight against hydraulic fracturing in New York. Donations to the all-volunteer Shaleshock Action Alliance organization will be utilized to help protect upstate New York from exploitative drilling in the Marcellus Shale. 

“We oppose the extractive, profit-driven gas industry, and their boom-and-bust model,” Shaleshock Organizer, Ryan Clover-Owens, explained. “Our solutions are all local, involving participation, and community power.”

Shaleshock Action Alliance is a member of the Americans Against Fracking national coalition, which includes Josh Fox, Natalie Merchant, Mark Ruffalo, and Sandra Steingraber as members of its Advisory Board.

“We work to connect different groups and people,” continued Clover-Owens. “This project with Liquid Me helps us connect lots of new people, in a new way.”

“Wrong” was produced by Jeff Da Bella (Mansion Audio Recording Studios, Johnson City, NY), recorded by Arthur Scott Verner (DMS Studio, Clarksville, NY), and mastered at Music House Mastering, NYC. 

“We are increasingly concerned about fracking in upstate New York,” explained Liquid Me producer, Jeff Da Bella. “We’re very concerned that people don’t get how dangerous fracking is.” 

Da Bella explained that the fracking concern is one that hits home for him, and for the band, in a very immediate way. “(Liquid Me) could throw a rock and hit the proposed Constitution Pipeline from their rehearsal space in Otego,” he said. “We all live in fracking-targeted areas, too, not far from the Pennsylvania boarder. We’ve all lived here forever. This is our home.”

“We’re convinced that current fracking methods are not safe, and we’re afraid that our representation does not care,” said Liquid Me singer/guitarist, Lotus. “We’re not interested in becoming anyone’s collateral damage.”

From the Liquid Me official statement on facebook:

“We (New Yorkers) are being lied to and manipulated. 
We know that fracking is not safe.
At face value, fracking is insane. It becomes more horrifying the more you learn.
And still, our representation argues for fracking in New York, and works to make the issue confusing, and socially polarizing.
Gov. Andrew Cuomo: we are your constituency, and you are working to mortgage our health, our liberty, and our best interests. We will never forget this. You begged for our trust.
We live on the Marcellus Shale.
We are paying attention.”

For more information on Shaleshock Action Alliance, please visit www.shaleshock.org. 



Duane Nichols, Cell- 304-216-5535. 

From: Mall, Amy 

To: cog 

Sent: Friday, December 14, 2012 10:45 AM

Subject: [COG] Western Mass. viewed as territory for fracking

Western Mass. viewed as territory for fracking

Gas deposits called limited; foes mobilize

By Beth Daley

Globe Staff /  December 12, 2012 

The possibility that Western Massachusetts may hold limited deposits of shale gas is catapulting the contentious issue of hydraulic fracturing, commonly called fracking, into the state. 

An industry-supported group plans to hold a daylong session Thursday at the University of Massachusetts Amherst to tell landowners and the public about gas extraction, six months after a federal study mentioned the likelihood of gas deposits in the Pioneer Valley.

While the state probably does not have expansive reserves, American Ground Water Trust executive director Andrew Stone said that small-scale gas development could begin in several years, and landowners need to be given “calm, objective facts.”

“The facts are, [a study] drew a circle around the middle of Massachusetts” where shale gas could be found, said Stone, whose New Hampshire group includes representatives from engineering and chemical companies on its board.

“We want landowners, individuals, and the community to understand there could be drilling, and they need to be ready for it,” Stone said.

Geologists say it is unlikely the deposits will be extracted anytime soon, because they are probably too small, scattered, and of questionable quality.

No companies have expressed interest in exploring for shale gas, state officials say, and the type of wells needed to get to the gas is prohibited in the state.

Still, a group opposed to fracking has formed through the Pioneer Valley Green-Rainbow Party and the Western Massachusetts chapter of Progressive Democrats of America, with the goal of banning the process.

“We know that it is probably not going to happen in Massachusetts now, but the technology advances so rapidly it is best to take precautions,’’ said Peter Vickery, a lawyer and cochairman of the Pioneer Valley Green-Rainbow Party. He is speaking at the conference to give the Sierra Club’s perspective on fracking.

Hydraulic fracking is a controversial technology that involves injecting pressurized water mixed with chemicals and sand deep into the earth to free large reserves of natural gas trapped in rock.

As its use increases, so have concerns over gas or chemicals seeping into drinking water and groundwater. New York has adopted a fracking moratorium until it develops rules for the process. A 2011 Duke University study found high levels of leaked methane in Pennsylvania wells near shale gas extraction.

In June, a US Geological Survey report assessed five East Coast basins — large geological depressions — and determined they had a total of 3,860 billion cubic feet of natural gas. 

By comparison, the gas-rich Marcellus shale formation — marine sedimentary rock that extends through parts of New York, Ohio, West Virginia, and Pennsylvania — could contain 141 trillion cubic feet of gas, ​according to the US Energy Information Administration. Gas extraction is already taking place in parts of the Marcellus.

Part of Massachusetts is in a geological formation known as the Hartford Basin. The piece of the basin in Massachusetts is 34 miles long and varies in width from three to 15 miles. Springfield is surrounded by it. 

The entire basin, which lies under the Connecticut Valley from roughly the Vermont border to the Connecticut shoreline, was one of nine that Geological Survey researchers mentioned but did not fully assess.

The Hartford Basin was formed as the supercontinent Pangea began breaking apart about 220 million years ago. As the Atlantic Ocean began forming in one crack, the Connecticut Valley formed in another, eventually allowing lakes to form.

The waterways would periodically dry up and become wet again, allowing mud and other organic material to layer atop each over time deep in the ground. Those layers today are known as black shale formations, said Richard Little, a geologist and professor emeritus at Greenfield Community College.

Geologists say that unlike the Marcellus shale formation, the Hartford Basin is not likely to be replete with gas. The Hartford’s shale is thin and not in large unbroken planes, meaning it is not ripe for gas extraction, said Stephen Mabee, Massachusetts state geologist. A good portion of the basin was also overheated from volcanic activity, which means any oil or gas is probably gone. Other places weren’t heated enough to produce gas. 

“The whole basin has been unevenly cooked,” Mabee said, adding that would make it “difficult to know where the gas is.”

Mabee noted that Texaco did exploratory geophysical work in the 1970s, and then paid for work in the 1980s to examine the hydrothermal history of the Connecticut Valley, but no further exploration took place, he said.Continued... 

Beth Daley can be reached at bdaley@globe.com.
© Copyright 2012 Globe Newspaper Company.
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----- Original Message ----- 

From: Melissa Troutman 

To: 'Donald C. Strimbeck' 

Sent: Friday, December 14, 2012 2:33 PM

Subject: RE: DAILY UPDATE 14 December 2012. News of interest to Mon river watershed denizens.

The same company responsible for the gas pipeline explosion in WV this week is building in Western PA an OH. I just got a call from a community leader who has been visited by representatives of NiSource this week. NiSource is requesting access to their property to put in the line…

“In July, Houston-based Hilcorp Energy Co. and NiSource Gas Transmission and Storage entered into a partnership that calls for developing 50 miles of pipelines that extend from Lawrence County in western Pennsylvania and into Mahoning County, where the venture expects to place a processing center”

http://businessjournaldaily.com/drilling-down/shale-infrastructure-takes-shape-along-ohio-pa-border-2012-11-17
Melissa
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Texas Landowner to Tar Sands Oil Company: 'The Fight Is On'

Judge Rules Keystone XL Construction Can Proceed—For Now

- Beth Brogan, staff writer 

Texas landowner Michael Bishop vowed Thursday that "the fight is on," even after a judge rescinded a restraining order that temporarily halted construction of part of the controversial Keystone XL tar sands pipeline across his property.

Bishop, 64, a retired paramedic and chemist, told the Associated Press that TransCanada "lied to the American people" in saying that the pipeline would carry crude oil, when tar sands crude is substantially different. He alleges that TransCanada coerced him into signing the easement across his farm, about 100 miles from Houston.

Texas County Court at Law Judge Jack Sinz issued the temporary restraining order on Dec. 11 after finding sufficient cause until evidence was presented to a jury. But Sinz rescinded that order on Thursday after a hearing at which TransCanada's attorney's argued that Bishop, whose farm is in the pipeline's path, had understood the easement agreements he signed with the company three weeks ago.

"It is also a fact that the firm used coercion and intimidating tactics to obtain the property in question and that acting on the validity of their claim, I settled under duress,” Bloomberg reports Bishop as saying in an affidavit.

But despite Bishop's determination to proceed, pipeline opponents called the ruling "a strike against our rights to clean water and a safe, healthy future."

The proposed 2,151-mile pipeline would carry tar sands oil from Canada to the Gulf Coast. TransCanada has still not secured permission from the federal government to build the cross-border section of the pipeline, but was approved for a southern section, the last part of which extends into Texas.

According to Bloomberg, Sinz told Bishop:

“I feel I have no choice but to dissolve the temporary restraining order. You’ve raised some interesting questions but you’ve taken their money and given them an easement. And you knew all this when you did it. The case will proceed and I’ll continue to consider it.”

Bishop first sued the Texas Railroad Commission, which oversees pipeline construction in the state, alleging it failed to properly investigate the pipeline to protect public health and safety. A hearing on that case is scheduled for next week, according to Bloomberg.

Of Thursday's decision, Bishop told The Times, "I’m disappointed, but by the same token a lot of ground was gained today. This case is far from over."

Other landowners have tried unsuccessfully to fight the pipeline, and on Thursday opponents protested outside the courthouse in Nacogdoches.

“Today’s court ruling is a strike against our rights to clean water and a safe, healthy future but we remain undeterred," said Vicki Baggett, a member of Nacogdoches County S.T.O.P. (Stop Tar sands Oil Permanently). "Tar sands isn’t your grandfather’s oil. It’s toxic and dangerous. I refuse to allow my community to become a sacrifice zone for the dirtiest fuel on Earth.”

Ron Seifert, a spokesperson for Tar Sands Blockade, said:

From the streets to the courts, we will not rest until Keystone XL is stopped for good. Michael Bishop’s case is a textbook example of TransCanada bullying and bankrupting any landowner or community member brave enough to say ‘no’ to this monstrous project. We’ll continue to stand with landowners like Mr. Bishop in this David versus Goliath fight to defend our homes and climate from toxic tar sands.

Sinz has scheduled another hearing for Wednesday, at which he will hear evidence about the substances involved and what substances Bishop's settlement and the company's permits allow them to transport.

“Sometimes, you have to do what you have to do, then you come back, regroup and formulate a plan of attack to right the wrong,” Bishop told Bloomberg. “I lost the battle today, but I didn’t lose the war. The fight is on.”

Article printed from www.CommonDreams.org
Source URL: http://www.commondreams.org/headline/2012/12/14-2 

Chesapeake offers buyouts 

Pittsburgh Business Times by Anya Litvak, Reporter 

Date: Friday, December 14, 2012, 1:46pm EST 

Anya Litvak
Reporter- Pittsburgh Business Times
Chesapeake Energy, the largest lease holder in the Marcellus Shale, is asking 275 employees to voluntarily leave the company.

The voluntary separation program is “part of the company’s ongoing efforts to improve efficiencies and reduce costs,” a company statement announced.

Chesapeake employees have 45 days to mull it over, and those who take the offer will leave beginning in February.

Earlier this week, the company announced it was selling its Marcellus and Utica midstream assets for $2.16 billion, along with infrastructure in several other shale plays in an effort to better its financial position.

Anya Litvak covers energy, transportation, gaming, engineering and construction. Contact her at alitvak@bizjournals.com or (412) 208-3824. 


OK of bid for airport drilling rights questioned

December 15, 2012 12:20 am

By Mark Belko / Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

On the surface, it appears as if the Allegheny County Airport Authority has taken the much lower of two bids for the rights to drill for natural gas on 9,263 acres at Pittsburgh International and Allegheny County airports.

But the way county Executive Rich Fitzgerald tells it, appearances can be deceiving.

The authority's board gave authorization Friday to finalize a lease agreement with CNX Gas Co. LLC, part of Consol Energy Inc., with hopes of having a deal in place next month.

Earlier this month, Cecil-based Consol offered the authority a per-acre lease bonus of $2,250 for drilling rights to the land. That translates into a lump sum payment of $20.8 million, based on the acreage involved.

However, the Consol bid was more than $20 million less than the one submitted by Downtown-based EQT Corp., which offered a per-acre lease price of $4,750, or a lump sum payment of $44 million.

After the vote, the authority offered little in the way of explanation as to why it accepted what appeared to be a much lower bid. Executive director Bradley D. Penrod said the Consol bid was deemed to be a "better value" after a "very, very careful review."

In making its bid, EQT did not include a check representing 10 percent of the total lease bonus payment, a deposit required by the authority. But Mr. Penrod would not say whether that disqualified the company.

"We went through the documents -- in very close detail, as you can imagine -- and the Consol submittal was deemed to be the most value to the authority," he said.

He would not elaborate on the specifics within the bid that made it a better value in the authority's view.

But later in the day, Mr. Fitzgerald, who appoints the airport authority board, said the review showed that the Consol bid could be worth more than $5,000 an acre "based on the options they put in there."

He said that in considering the bids, the authority not only looked at the per-acre lease bonus payment but ongoing royalties, which were set at 18 percent. The revenue generated by the royalties, he added, depended on a number of factors, including the number of wells drilled.

Based on the total package, the authority found the Consol bid to be more lucrative. "They just thought it was better for the taxpayers and that there was more money to be gained," Mr. Fitzgerald said. He added that he was "very much supportive" of the decision.

The authority's action didn't sit well with EQT. Spokeswoman Linda Robertson said the company was "surprised and disappointed" that it did not win the bid.

"Ultimately, this wasn't the best deal for the taxpayers because the airport turned its back on $20 million," she said.

Ms. Robertson said EQT has not been given an explanation by the authority. And while the company did not submit the required deposit for the lease bonus payment, "we were never told that we were disqualified."

"We have no idea what the reasoning was behind it," she said of the selection.

She said EQT is evaluating possible next steps. "We just want to make sure this was done correctly," she said.

County Council president Charles Martoni said he was shocked to hear that the authority accepted what appeared to be the lower bid. He promised to seek an explanation for the decision. "That sounds crazy to me," he said.

But maybe not crazy at all, said Steven Franckhauser, director of HbK Energy, a division of the Hill, Barth and King accounting firm that assists individuals and businesses in financially analyzing gas and oil holdings. The company is based in Boardman, Ohio, with offices in Pittsburgh.

Mr. Franckhauser said the real money in leases is not in the upfront bonus payments but in the royalties -- what the percentage is, how they are calculated, and what deductions, if any, are made. "Bonus prices are to leases what websites and window fronts are to other businesses -- enticements," he wrote in an email.

While he hasn't seen the Consol or EQT bids, "I would be astounded, candidly, if [the airport authority] made a bad deal. I'm not the least bit surprised that the lease with the lowest bonus payments is deemed to be the best," he said. "You cannot judge an oil and gas lease by the bonus payment."

Mr. Fitzgerald said he and the authority hope to use drilling revenues to reduce costs to the airlines and attract more flights at Pittsburgh International. Mr. Fitzgerald said that if a final lease is negotiated, he would bring it before county council for approval.

Mark Belko: mbelko@post-gazette.com or 412-263-1262. 
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Some key issues already beginning to emerge in probe of near-disastrous NiSource pipeline explosion

December 14, 2012 by Ken Ward Jr. 

Flames burn from a gas line explosion across Interstate 77 near Sissonville, W.Va., Tuesday, Dec. 11, 2012. At least five homes went up in flames Tuesday afternoon and a badly damaged section of Interstate 77 was shut down in both directions near Sissonville after a natural gas explosion triggered an hour-long inferno that officials say spanned about a quarter-mile. (AP Photo/Joe Long)
As the week ends, and U.S. National Transportation Safety Board officials continue to collect evidence in their effort to figure out what happened on Tuesday out in Sissonville, some key issues have already begun to emerge about the huge NiSource natural gas pipeline explosion and fire that could have easily turned into a massive disaster.

During a briefing last evening, NTSB investigators revealed part of what will undoubtedly become a central focus on their probe into the incident. As my colleague Travis Crum reported from board member Robert Sumwalt’s briefing:

It appears the pipe was about 70 percent thinner than it should have been to sustain pressure of 921 pounds per square inch measured at the time, he said.
An area along the bottom of the pipe, running about 6 feet long, was measured at less than one-tenth of an inch thick, he said. This thinning indicates that some segments along the pipe wall were about 30 percent thinner than required.
“There are many things that can cause pipe wall thickness to deteriorate and that is exactly what we will be looking at . . . ,” Sumwalt said. “What caused this pipe wall to become deteriorated? What caused it and what finally led to the actual rupture and explosion?”
You can watch that briefing for yourself here:

So far, the NTSB has declined to provide the information it has gathered about when this particular piece of 20-inch-diameter pipeline was made and installed, or its preliminary information about recent examinations of the pipeline by either NiSource or government inspectors. But as investigators move forward, they will be looking not only at this particular pipeline, but also at the entire system NiSource is supposed to have in place for “integrity management” of its thousands of miles of pipelines.

One local television station has hyped its report alleging recent safety violations on “that very pipeline” that ruptured and exploded. But a closer look at the records involved suggests that some of the violations highlighted in that report actually involved a 30-inch-diameter section of the NiSource pipeline network that is “upstream” or west of the Lanham compressor station, where the company’s “SM-80″ pipeline scaled down to 20 inches. On the other hand, other local media have dismissed incidents involving leaks — and allegedly not reporting those leaks — as not “directly related to the structural integrity of pipes.” That ignores the possibility that leaks are a warning of something more serious that’s wrong (and the idea that leaks in and of themselves aren’t good things), and also wrongly downplays questions that have already emerged about NiSource’s ability to respond to an incident like this one.

NTSB board member Robert Sumwalt views the site of the pipeline explosion. Photo from NTSB
As NTSB investigators have already outlined (see story here and a briefing here), no alarms went off in the NiSource/Columbia Gas Transmission control room here in Charleston, despite a drop in pressure upstream from the scene of the explosion. It’s not clear yet the chain of events, but NTSB officials obviously are going to be raising serious questions about this, given the findings of the agency’s probe of the deadly 2010 natural gas pipeline explosion in San Bruno, Calif., about serious weaknesses in Pacific Gas & Electric’s response to that incident.

In a story posted online yesterday and appearing in print this morning, we outlined the troubling fact that the NiSource line in question was not equipped with automatic or remote control shutoff devices that would have allowed the company to cut the flow of fuel to that huge natural gas fire much more quickly than the 64 minutes that doing so manually took. What really happened is quite a contrast to the way West Virginia Gov. Earl Ray Tomblin made it sound when he spoke to reporters hours after the incident on Tuesday:

Then again, the progress on requiring automatic or remote shutoff valves on natural gas pipelines isn’t nearly as great as what some lawmakers — including West Virginia Sen. Jay Rockefeller, who chairs a committee with oversight of this issue — have said. As we explained in our story:

Safety advocates have long argued for mandated installation of automatic or remote shutoff valves on such pipelines, but that requirement is still not on the books – and remains years away under a much-touted new law signed by President Obama in January.
Last year, legislation introduced by House and Senate Democrats – including Rockefeller - would have mandated the PHMSA within two years issue a rule to mandate automatic or remote shutoff devices. But the final bill, approved and signed into law, includes language from a competing Republican measure that requires such a rule only if the agency determines it is “appropriate,” and applies it only to new or rebuilt pipelines.
As Rick Kessler of the Pipeline Safety Trust told lawmakers in an October 2011 Senate subcommittee hearing:

How is it that we shut off our televisions, close our garage doors, and lock our cars by remote control, but somehow we still find it acceptable to shut off a large pipeline spewing fire into a populated neighborhood by finding someone with a key to a locked valve and have that person drive to the valve to shut it off manually?
On the state level, the West Virginia Public Service Commission has yet to explain the figures on this chart, which indicate quite a decrease in enforcement activity by their agency’s pipeline inspectors. [UPDATED: PSC spokeswoman Susan Small says today that the chart shows incomplete figures. While the complete figures also show declines in enforcement activity, she says, that's partly because of staffing difficulties at the agency] And it’s interesting to note that the PSC did not take part in a major U.S. Department of Transportation summit that the Obama administration organized to discuss how to speed up improvements in the nation’s aging pipeline infrastructure.

Part of the NTSB’s probe of this explosion will focus on examining the PSC’s pipeline regulatory efforts, and whether the state is doing a good job or not. In its San Bruno, Calif., investigation, the NTSB found:

The investigation also determined that the California Public Utilities Commission, the pipeline safety regulator within the state of California, failed to detect the inadequacies in PG&E’s integrity management program and that the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration integrity management inspection protocols need improvement. Because the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration has not incorporated the use of effective and meaningful metrics as part of its guidance for performance-based management pipeline safety programs, its oversight of state public utility commissions regulating gas transmission and hazardous liquid pipelines could be improved. Without effective and meaningful metrics in performance-based pipeline safety management programs, neither PG&E nor the California Public Utilities Commission was able to effectively evaluate or assess PG&E’s pipeline system.
It’s worth remembering that when a similar federal agency — the U.S. Chemical Safety Board — came to West Virginia and investigated major chemical plant accidents at Bayer CropScience in Institute and DuPont Co. in Belle, West Virginia political leaders showed little interest in taking up that agency’s recommendations for improving how our state government protects the public from potential disasters.
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THE STATE JOURNAL
Chesapeake announces personnel reduction

Posted: Dec 14, 2012 2:51 PM EST Updated: Dec 14, 2012 2:51 PM EST 
Chesapeake Energy Corp. is looking to cut its work force by 275 employees.

Buyouts are being offered to employees who meet criteria based on a combination of age and years of Chesapeake service, the company said in a news release.

The company did not give specific reasons for offering the buyouts other than to further its efforts "to maximize corporate performance and maintain our leadership role in this competitive and constantly evolving industry."

On Dec. 11, Chesapeake announced that it had agreed to sell most of its remaining midstream assets in the Marcellus, Utica, Eagle Ford, Haynesville and Niobrara shale plays to Access Midstream Partners for about $2.16 billion. The sale includes "new market-based gathering and processing agreements covering various acreage dedication areas," according to the announcement. The sale is expected to close by the end of this month.

Chesapeake also said it had completed the sale of other midstream assets in Oklahoma and Texas during the 2012 fourth quarter for about $175 million. Also, Chesapeake said it anticipates completing the sale of its remaining midstream assets by the end of the 2013 first quarter for approximately $425 million, bringing the total of current and anticipated midstream asset sales to $2.75 billion.

