Background/Narrative:  
Together, the Marcellus and Utica Shale regions extend across New York, Pennsylvania, Maryland, West Virginia, Ohio and portions of Kentucky and Tennessee. The deposits sit between 7,000 and 12,000 feet below ground.  Most drilling is now occurring in the Marcellus Shale region of Pennsylvania, with growing interest in West Virginia and New York. Because the Marcellus Shale is much thinner on its western edge, Ohio is experiencing far less Marcellus Shale drilling than other states. However, Ohio is seeing significant drilling increase in the Utica shale, as much of the state sits over the Utica Shale formation and is also predict holds large natural gas reserves and potentially oil.  

We also expect Ohio, which, unlike Pennsylvania, has geology which allows significant injection well construction, to be a major target for waste disposal from shale gas plays throughout the region.  Already, waste from Pennsylvania has been sent to injection wells and wastewater treatment plants in Ohio, and we expect this waste stream to increase, to the state’s detriment if it is not properly controlled.

Ohio Dept. of Natural Resources’ Division of Oil and Gas Resources Management (ODNR-DOGRM), has primary regulatory authority over oil and gas drilling activity in Ohio, including regulations for well construction, siting, design and operation.  It also regulates disposal of brine and drilling fluids from oil and gas drilling/production. ODNR regulates Class II underground injection wells used for disposal of waste fluids from oil and gas drilling/production operations and transporters hauling these fluids in Ohio.  

Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (OEPA) oversees water quality protection, including oversight and permitting of activities that may impact wetlands, streams, rivers or other waters of the state from the construction of a drill site. Ohio EPA also regulates sources of air emissions, and may require air permits for some of the equipment at the drill site. Finally, any solid waste sent off-site for disposal must be properly managed, either at a solid waste landfill, or beneficially reused, as authorized by Ohio EPA’s Division of Materials and Waste Management (DMWM). A summary of the regulatory authority between ODNR and Ohio EPA is provided here.  

Stats: 

· 42 wells drilled 7 marcellus and 35 utica updated every
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· 141 permits you can find updates every
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· Numbers on how much waste is disposed of in UIJ?  How much is imported?  

Thus far, no wells have been leased for gas production on publicly owned state lands (true?).  However, in June, 2011, the Ohio legislature approved HB 133 to create a commission to oversee leasing on state owned lands for exploration and production of oil and gas.  

Ohio Natural Gas Plan:  Long Term Goals 

· Ensure that Ohio’s land, air, water and communities are protected from the impacts of gas production, including those associated with gas waste disposal.  We must ensure that our groundwater, surface waters, air and soil are not further polluted and that the environment and public health are not put in jeopardy as the gas industry ramps up hydraulic fracturing in the tight shales.  

· Block development in all areas unsuitable for natural gas production and transportation, including 
state forests and state parks. 

· Ensure that shale gas is developed and used as little as possible to replace other fossil fuels so we may wean ourselves from most fossil fuels by no later than 2050. 

Outcomes & 2012 Results  
1. No drilling allowed on or under public lands, or, at a minimum, drilling is substantially limited and slowed
. 

· Annual Result:  Ohio Sierra Club launches public media and engagement campaign to preventdrilling on state parks and forest and calls for stringent rules, pointing out deficiencies in state regs.   Staff Lead:   Jason  P.  Member lead:  Loraine M.
· Strategy: 

· Target:  Partners: OEC, Buckeye Forest Council, NRDC 

· Activities:   The state leasing process, and the NEPA process associated with any LWCF lands, invite substantial public engagement.  We will take them up on this offer by building engaged “protect our park” groups at each site proposed for drilling; these groups will help us build a compelling public narrative on the landscapes we are risking, and can help make the conservation and economic case for preserving these lands, generating materials that can be used in the comment processes.  These efforts are intended both to slow, or halt, particular drilling proposals and to help build public support for a legislative fix to close the public lands to drilling, once again. Incorporate LTE’s, news conferences, news articles and social media.  Who:  Ohio Chapter gas lead takes lead, with some assistance from National comms team. 

· Annual Result:  ODNR acknowledges LWCF policies, and no state forest land or state parks leased that received LWCF money.   Staff lead: Craig S. (NPS) Nathan (state)    Member lead:  Loraine
· Strategy: 

· Target:  ODNR, NPS, Gov, legislaotrs, Ohio AG

· Partners:  NPS, Buckeye Forestry Council

· Activities:  NPS must first issue policy on LWCF compliance.  SC will then emphasize policy with agencies and general assembly.  Discuss legal angle to litigate if drilling occurs on LWCF lands.  What happens if drilling takes place before NPS issues compliance recommendations?   CRAIG?

· Who - National legal team takes lead with NPS.  Chapter issues letter to legislators when compliance recommendations made from NPS. Can an OH member track state leasing on OH lands?

· Annual Result:  ODNR acknowledges impacts to Forest Certification Program if large tracts of public land open to drilling. (investigation at this point only, then determine if adequate annual result) Staff lead:  Nathan?  Member Lead:  Lorraine
· Strategy: 

· Target:  Bob Boyles, Department of Forestry 

· Partners: BFC

· Activities:  Research FSC program, determine if worthy angle - National legal team 

2.  Wastewater injection slows or stops, and the remaining injection is done safely 

· Annual Result:   Ohio rules for permitting UIJ in compliance with federal standards. 

· Strategy: Investigate whether Class II wells meeting SDWA requirement.  Check
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HYPERLINK "http://batchgeo.com/map/19cc1b4729ca947e70c72307e7954ba8".   Issue challenge to permit process.  Figure out how it’s supposed to happen. (legal)  Then figure out how it’s really happening (Jed).  Who:  Legal with assistance from chapter to figure out how it’s really happening.  Member lead:  Lorraine  Staff lead: Nathan M. 

· Target:  ODNR, Legislature

· Partners: BFC, CHEJC, OEC (?)

· Activities:  Obtain state list/database of UIJ sites permits.  Research potential options, then possibly push ODNR for better rules. Investigate compliance with OHDOT rules. 

· Status of Warren WWTP? Does this need to be added?  is this a legal issue?  did their permit expire or was it extended. Should research be conducted to collect samples downstream and determine if in-stream criteria being met? Staff Lead:  Matt Trokan will follow and keep team up to date. 

3.  Solid wastes associated with exploration, development and production classified as “Hazardous” rather than “Residual”, including drilling cuttings, drilling mud and other solid wastes.  Staff lead:  Jed T. Member lead:  Jeff Cox or Pat Marida?

· Annual Result:  ODNR requires radioactive pre-screening of drill cuttings, mud and other wastes before being taken to residual landfill. 
· Strategy: 

· Target: County Commissioners/Landfill owners


· Partners: enviro groups

· Activities: Work to get radioactive monitors at all Ohio Landfills currently (11/42 have monitoring for radionucleides)

· Annual Result:  Landfill reform bill introduced?  keep in 

· Strategy:   Increase rules or costs associated with importing wastes from out of state. 

· Target:

· Partners:

· Activities:  Determine how much landfill waste is coming in state.  Find data on radioactive analysis on drill cuttings, pipes, etc. Establish PR campaign against waste?  Does this resonate with the public enough to launch campaign here?

· Annual Result:  Salt by products from waste water treatment or brine must be disposed of as hazardous waste (not spread on roads).  (OEPA, ODNR, or townships/counties?) ( 
4.  Regulatory framework adopted by ODNR that is more protective than other gas producing states.  

· Annual Result: New rules adopted (What do we focus on first?  Disclosure, pits, air?) 
· Strategy:  Need to analyze regs first (legal).  Develop  strategy based on what needs most attention, but also what can be a quick and easy win.  Well construction rules already moving - Chapter takes lead in strategy development on disclosure, with national legal providing help on technical rules. Take on compliance with NPDES next and open pits. Air rules are also moving.  first, is there someone in the Chapter tracking movement of gas regulations or legislation.   

Staff Lead:  Nathan and Jed       Member Lead:  

· Target:  

· Partners: 

· Activities: Complete regulatory analysis and state comparison (legal).  Review STRONGER process.  Check to see if drilling rules on state owned / public lands are adequate. Develop and train state lobby corps to push for needed reforms.  Develop messaging campaign about inadequacy of existing rules. 

· Annual Result:  Forced Pooling and Preemption overturned in Ohio
· Strategy:  It appears this may be more of a messaging campaign targeted at legislatiure and members.  Member lead:  Kathi  Staff Lead:    Jed T. and Jason P.  

· Target:  Ohio General Assembly

· Partners: Conservative groups

· Activities:  Launch media campaign around lack of citizen rights with forced pooling and preemption.  

5.  Public aware of adverse community and environmental impacts from natural gas production and transportation.  

· Annual Result:  20 new OH “super-volunteers” regularly participate in the Gas committee.  
· Annual Result:  100 new OH activists recruited to engage in gas campaign. 
· Strategy:  Develop presentations on CD for groups, do presentation to county commissioners in each county, send information on to municipal water systems and water supplier, launch Landowner education / leasing education  Staff Lead:  Matt T.  with help from Jason P. Member Lead:  Kathi 

· Targets: 

· Partners: 

· Activities: 

6.  Water consumption for use in gas production follow stringent rules, protective of drinking water supplies, and minimize impacts to streams designated protections.   

· Annual Result:  ODNR releases draft water withdrawal rules.   
· Strategy:  Staff lead:  Craig S./Nathan M.  Member Lead:  Paul F. (Al?)

· Targets: 

· Partners: 

· Activities: Review existing authority, investigate Great Lakes Compact for regulatory options, and develops recommendations for agency consideration. 

7.  Rigorous citizen monitoring program acquires baseline water and air samples.  

· Annual Result:  150 Water Sentinels by end of 2012.    
· Annual Result:  Water Sentinels team monitors private drinking water supplies in three counties most impacted by drilling boom.   
· Annual Result:  Citizen Science data posted to National Water Sentinel database.  
· Strategy:  Staff Lead:  Matt T.   Member Lead:  Paul F.  

· Targets: 

· Partners: 

· Activities: Review existing authority, investigate Great Lakes Compact for regulatory options,



craig.segall:


If folks think that Lake Erie drilling is a significant threat, we may want to include an explicit to it.


craig.segall:


I've tweaked this section a bit, because (1) I think it's likely that we'll lose (some drilling will be allowed and (2) I want to capture the public engagement and organizing strategy that Loraine and others have discussed.


craig.segall:


It is unlikely that we can simply prevent out-of-state imports (there are dormant commerce clause issues), but we can make it painful to dispose of waste unsafely.  I've tried to edit accordingly


deb.nardone:


happy editing.  Please add comments rather than deleting sections.





