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Sierra Club, West Virginia Chapter

P. O. Box 4142

Morgantown, WV 26504

September 16, 2007

To Sierra Club Members Along the Proposed TrAILCO line:


Allegheny Energy’s wholly owned subsidiary, The Trans-Allegheny Interstate Line Company has filed an application with the WV Public Service Commission (PSC) for approval to construct a 500 kV transmission line through 114 miles of West Virginia, crossing Monongalia, Preston, Tucker, Grant, Hardy and Hampshire Counties.  An alternate route under consideration would include Marion and Taylor Counties.  The new line originates in Pennsylvania, and would terminate in Virginia adding another 65 miles to the total length of the transmission line.  The enclosed map shows the proposed route of the power line.  This TrAIL line is intended to provide additional transmission capacity to allow Allegheny Energy to transmit power from its plants in WV, PA and OH, to east coast customers.


Thus far, opposition has been expressed by the Hampshire, Hardy, Monongalia, and Preston County Commissions, the WV Chapter of the Sierra Club, several watershed organizations, and numerous individuals and homeowners.  Intense opposition is also developing in Pennsylvania and Virginia. This power line is a political, economic, and environmental issue.  The Sierra Club is committed to stopping this power line. 

The WV Chapter of the Sierra Club has filed a legal intervention with the Public Service Commission (PSC) to stop this proposed line.  We are in a position to intervene because the Chapter Energy Committee is comprised of dedicated leaders and because we have the legal services of Sierra Club member Bill DePaulo.  National Sierra has endorsed our campaign and is providing legal support from the Sierra Environmental Law Program. We expect public hearings later this fall, with evidentiary hearings in late November or early December.  The PSC is expected to make a final decision in early 2008.  

Our goal to stop the power line

It is our goal to stop the power line because of the significant environmental impacts that a power line of this magnitude would create, both locally and globally.    West Virginia’s power plants are among the largest emitters of sulfur dioxide, nitrogen oxides, particulates, and mercury in the nation.  WV air already exceeds EPA health standards in many areas.  Increased generation promoted by the construction of this line would make this already untenable situation worse.  Even more significant is the effect on global warming from increased fossil fuel emissions.

It is our goal to stop the power line because these 125 – 150 foot high transmission lines are intended to deliver power to East Coast urban centers.  The electricity is not intended for West Virginians.  Moreover, this electricity would displace a generation of cleaner, but more expensive plants that could be built in the east coast.   In addition, long-distance power lines waste a large percentage of power (typically 10-20%.)  West Virginia is being used as a sacrifice zone, once again, for delivery of cheap resources to the east coast. 

It is our goal to stop the power line because increasing cheap electricity sources reduces attention to energy conservation and alternative fuels. Renewable sources do need to be brought on-line.  Numerous experts conclude that conservation could reduce demand more quickly, more cheaply, and more safely than building new capacity.   Demand-side management and energy efficiency policies are clearly needed.   A few suggested energy policies include: public energy programs, distributed power generation, appliance/equipment/building standards, and tax incentives. 

For more information go to the Sierra Club Chapter web page:  http://westvirginia.sierraclub.org
Take Action


This is a fight we cannot afford to lose.  The expenses are many:  expert witnesses who will substantiate these and related arguments, our travel to PSC meetings, educational materials, copying, faxing, and possibly extensive litigation.  These are all beyond the West Virginia Chapter’s funds.  Thus far, we have secured some funds from National Sierra Smart Energy Solutions, and Environmental Law Program, the WV Highlands Conservancy, and private citizens.  We are working with the Sierra Club Office of Foundations and Corporate Relations for additional funds.  Expert witness costs alone can easily amount to tens of thousands of dollars.  

A donation from you will help protect West Virginia. For tax-deductible donations, please make checks payable to “The Sierra Club Foundation,” and on the Memo line of the check write “WV Chapter.”  Do not write anything on the check about “Trail” or “Energy.”   The Sierra Club Foundation is tax exempt under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, and gifts to The Foundation are tax-deductible under Section 170(b)(1)(A)(vi) of the Code. IRS regulations require that you retain a written acknowledgement from The Foundation to support your claim of a tax deduction. A receipt of your gift will be mailed to you shortly. The Foundation confirms that you received no goods or services in return for your gift. 


For your convenience, a donation form and envelope are included in this package.


If you want to get involved with this campaign contact Barbara Fallon at the following address. 

Please send your donation to:

Sierra Club, West Virginia Chapter

P. O. Box 4142

Morgantown, WV 26504

Be sure to include your return address so we can send you a tax-deductible receipt.   Thank You.

Barbara Fallon, WV Chapter,  Energy Committee Chair

Karen Grubb, WV Chapter, Conservation Chair
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