Model Resolution for national application of the steel interstate concept.

Sierra Club ___________ Chapter resolution for support of the Steel Interstate Concept Nationally 
Brief Resolution (Caption Resolution)
Resolution of the __________ Chapter of the Sierra Club:  Supporting the Steel Interstate concept for modernization of the national rail system. 
Resolution: The ____________ Chapter of the Sierra Club supports the Steel Interstate concept for modernization of the national rail system, seeks the implementation of the concept by the railroad industry, and by government leaders, and calls upon the various chapters and groups of the Sierra Club to seek the implementation of Steel Interstate at local, state, regional, and national levels as an overall for-profit enterprise.
Full Resolution
Resolution of the  ___________ Chapter of the Sierra Club:  Supporting the Steel Interstate concept for modernization of the national rail system.
Whereas the railroad infrastructure of the United States is underdeveloped and in need of modernization; and 

Whereas the rail system of the United States could provide increased capacity for transportation of both freight and passengers with less cost, less environmental impact, less production of greenhouse gases, less utilization of oil, and greater safety; and 

Whereas the Steel Interstate concept accommodates both freight and passenger traffic on shared railroad infrastructure, operates in the range of 60 to 120 mph, provides enhanced capacity and reliability with 2 to 3 tracks and grade separation, and operates on electrical power capable of being provided by renewable energy; and

Whereas the Steel Interstate System would provide the railroad infrastructure for the  primary passenger rail service throughout the United States, performing the functions of medium to short-range rail service and as a feeder to the future High Speed Rail System; and 

Whereas rail is less costly to build and operate, and has far less impact environmentally, than trucks on roadways; and 
Whereas, the overall benefit of the Steel Interstate (over building highways for use by increasing numbers of cars and trucks) includes less costly transportation infrastructure, less impact on land use, improved safety, less environmental impact including much less GHG, large reductions in fossil fuel use, and modern passenger rail service a real possibility in most places not now served by any rail passenger service; and
Whereas  the U.S. railroad system is not making sufficient investments by either private or public sectors on a yearly basis to modernize the system and make anywhere near the contribution it needs to address national transportation problems that could be solved by modern rail: 
Be it therefore resolved that the Sierra Club ___________ Chapter:  
1) Supports the Steel Interstate concept for modernization of the national rail system. 
2) Seeks the implementation of the by the railroad industry and government leaders, and calls up the various chapters and groups of the Sierra Club in the region and nationally to seek the implementation of Steel Interstate at local, state, regional, and national levels as an overall for-profit enterprise. 
3) Recommends that the Steel Interstate concept be evaluated both economically and environmentally as an alternative for every situation in which expansion of a road system in any region of the country, including interstate and other primary highways, is being proposed to handle truck freight traffic and/or passenger traffic.   

3) Calls upon the railroad industry, to adopt a policy for rapid modernization of the rail system, to increase and diversify its service and to increase market share, for both freight, especially the diversion of medium and long-range freight trucks, and for passengers, and to plan improvements and financing accordingly.

4) Calls upon the Federal Government to require integrated regional planning for future development of transportation infrastructure and to require the regional planning to incorporate specifically multimodal methods of transport, including rail.
5) Calls up the states and local governments of the region to implement the concepts of the Steel Interstate System for solution of local, state, and regional transportation issues, and to cooperate with the industry, with each other, and the Federal Government to implement the improvements.

6) Calls upon Congress to implement innovative funding arrangements to enable timely capitalization of the Steel Interstate improvements nationally and though private and government direct or guaranteed financing.
Adopted by Executive Board of _________ Chapter of the Sierra Club on 
_______________________.

_________________________                         
Secretary

_________________________
Chairman 
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